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I  CALLAWAY'S  OLDEST  M'AN  DEAD 

Capt.  Robert  M.  Berry.  95,  Passes 
Away  at  Williamsburg. 

Capt:  Robert  M.  Berry,  the  oldest 
person  living  in  Callaway  county  and  , 
a"  veteran  of  the  Mexican  and  Civil 
wars,  died  Saturday  evening  at  7:00 
o'clbck  at  his  home  at  Williamsburg, 
He  was  06  years  old.  Captain  Berry 
had  been  in  poor  health  several 
-months, -but  up  to  within,  a  few  days 
of  his  death,  was  reasonably  active 
and  took  an  interest  in  every  day  af- 
fairs.  A  cold  and  bronchial  trouble 
caused  His  death.  f  ■ 

Funeral  services  were  held  at  his 
home  Monday  morning  at  11:00  o'clock 
by  Elder  F.  C.  Kincaid,  and  burial  was 
i  in  Antioch  Christian  church  cemetery 
£jith  the  honors  of  Free  Masonry. 
I  Tie  was  a  member  of  both  the  Chris- 
tian church  and  the  Masonic  lodge 
many  years. 
i.  Captain  Berry  was  born  in  Mont- 
gomery county,  Kentucky,  on  April  IS, 
1818.  Two  years  later  Jus.-parants, 
Richard  and  Polly  Ewing  Berry,  mov- 
ed to  St.  Charles  county,  this  state, 
where  they  resided  until  1823,  when 
they  moved  to  Callaway.  The  family1 
settled  on.  the  Maloney  farm  on  Gar- 
den Prairie,  southeast  of  Fulton,  and 
there  Captain  Berry  grew  to  manhood. 
His  father  was  a  man  of  considerable 
wraith,  and  while  a  resident  of  Ken- 
tucky reared  Nancy  Hanks,  the  moth- 
er of  Abraham  Lincoln,  and  at  her 
wedding  signed  the  marriage  bond  of 
her  husband.  One  of  Captain  Berry's 
brothers,  the  late  Edward  G.  Berry,  of 
Reform,  died  a  few  years  ago.  Ed- 
ward Berry  carried  the  surveyor's 
chain  whwn  tVio  orlgfnkl  town  of  Fnl* 
ton  was  laid  off  in  1825. 

Captain  Berry  enlisted  in  the  com- 
pany of  Capt.  Austin  B.  Rodgers 
which  went  from  Callaway  county  to 
the  Mexican  war  in  1846.  The  com- 
pany joined  the  expedition  of  General 
Alexander  Doniphan,  and  was  out  a 
year.  Then,  when  the  Civil  war  be- 
gan, Captain  Berry  raised  a  company 
of  state  troops  in  eastern  Callaway  in 
response  to  the  call  of  Governor  Jack- 
spn.  The  company  was  enlisted  for 
six  months,  and  during  the  time  of 
itfc service  participated  m  the  battle  at 
TlSxuimuu  Uiiu  jfl  Several  Minor  ~ en- 
gagements. During  the  time  the  com- 
tpany  was  in  service  he  was  promoted 
to  the  rank  of  major.  When  the  com- 
pany was  discharged,  Captain  Berry ' 
returned  to  his  home  and  remained  in 
the  county  throughout  the  remainder 
of  the  war. 


He  was  married  April  3,  1854,  to 
Miss  Permeli*  Martin,  a  daughter  of 
John  P.  Martin,  whp  settled  in  1819  on 
I  the  farm  two  and  one-half  miles 
southeast  of  Williamsburg  on  which 
his   son,  William  Martin,  now  lives. 
V^.Jg«n^-dJfijUnja58^andJn  1864 
Captain  Berry  was  married  a  second 
time  to  Miss  Emily  3choll,  daughter  of 
John  Scholl,  another  pioneer  settler  in 
east  Callaway.  '-His  second  wife  died 
in  19*8.    Four  children  were  bom  of 
the  second  union*  namely:  Robert  P. 
and  John  Richard  Berry,  both,  of 
whom  live  at  Williamsburg;  Mrs.  Les- 
lie Blades,  of  Montgomery  City;  and 
Miss  Lena  Berry,  who  lived  with  her 
father  and  practically  devoted  her  life 
to  his  care.  • 
.    Captain  Berry  lived  many  years  on 
the  farm  now  occupied  by  McCrackin 
brothers,  west  of  Williamsburg.  He 
retired  from  farming  in  1865  and  mov- 
ed to  Williamsburg,  where  he  spent 
the  remainder   of  his  life.   He  was 
successful  as  a  farmer  and  aertmnlat- 
ed  a  competency.   He  l*t  U; negroes 
as  a  result  of  the  war  "WRwKw  tbe 
states. 

Possessed  of  considerably  more 
than  ah  average  education,  and  having 
a  wide  interest  in  the  affairs  of  the 
world,  Captain  Berry  was  always  an 
interesting  conversationalist.  His 
life  began  almost  with  the  .beginning 
of  civilisation  in  this  county,  and  be- 
long in  both  mind  and  body,  he 

MM  tt  oil  Bfl'lUUb|l^T»^fe. 

irfCST  'and  establishing  a  permanent 
!  civilization.  He  waa  especially  fam- 
ous as  a  deer  hunter,  and  enjoyed 
talking  of  early-day  sportsmanship. 

Hp  was  a  man  of,  strong  convictions 
and  was  atannoh  in  his  adherence  to 
the  things  he  believed  right.  He  also 
was  liberal-minded,  and  oven  *- 
:  who  opposed  him  respected  ant  ac  mir- 
ed him.  Few  men  who  have  nv - 
the  county  have  been  as  universally 


erditt  for  Plaintiff. 


LOUIS  A.  WARREN,  compiler 

ZIONSVILLE,  INDIANA 


December  30,  1935 


"is 3  Dixie  ttwing 
P  e  rry  Co  un  ty ,  Ina . 

%  dear  Hies  ^Ving': 

I  have  just  read  in  the 
Indiana  History  Bulletin  the  announcement 
that  you  Ureal  before  the  Perry  County 
Historical  Society  on  October  11,  a  paper 
on  the  "History  of  the  JEwlng  Family." 

Would  it  be  possible  for  me  to 
review  the  paper  as  I  air.  much  interested 
in  the  Swing  family,  I  might  refer  you  to 
Er,  le  la  Hunt  isrto  my  historical  standing, 

I  have  given  much  time  to  the  history 
of  the  Swing   'ramily  in  Kentucky,  and  have 
in  my  poses  si on  some  documents  one  hundred  and 
twenty- five  years  old  bearing  the  Swing  names. 

Trusting  this  letter  may  reach  you 
With  the  rather  abreviated  address  I  am, 

Yours  truly, 
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THE  BERRY  FAMILY  IN  VIRGINIA 


Frederick  County 


BERRY.  JOHN       Will  proved  in  Maa?oh  1800 
Wife  -  Patience 

Children  -  Joseph  , Samuel, David, John,  Aaron, 
Lydia  and  Margaret. 


BERRY.  JOHN       Will  proved  in  October  1773 
Wife  •  Frances 
Child  -  William 


BERRY.  ENOCH     Will  proved  in  September  1803 
Wife  -  Nancy 
j  Children  •  None  mentioned  in  the  will. 

BERRY.  THOMAS    Will  proved  in  1819 
Wife  -   

Children  -  Joseph  ,  "who  went  to  live  in  Kentucky 

William, inherited  tract  of  land  on  Licking, R 


Hanpshier  County 
BERRY.  HEADS  OF  F AMI LEI S  IN  1788 

George,  Ruben,  William,  Joel,  Enoch 


I  *'a<j^7.  6.  Richard  (1)  Berry  came  in  the 
Fortune  1621.    He  was  the  youngest  son  of 

'  Duke  de  Berri  of  a  province  called  Berri  in 
France,  where  there  was  a  line  of  counts 
of  that  name.  That  line  is  now  extinct. 
Richard  Berry  was  of  Harwich,  where  he 
was  made  a  freeman.      His  descendants 

i  have  married  into  some  of  the  first  families 
\  on  the  Cape.  C.  H.  F. 


FINDS  OLD  RECORDS 
IN  FAMILY  PAPERS 

Mrs.  Phil  Ryley  Discovers  Bill 
of  Sale  for  Negro  Girl  Slave 
Written  in  1814. 


DOWER  WAIVER  DATED  1708 


New  Jersey  Woman  Gave  Op  Her 
Rights  in  Husband's  Estate  for 
£40  in  New  York  Money. 

Two  old  documents  came  to  Hght 
recently  when  Mrs.  Phil  Ryley  of  215 
West  Ninety-second  Street  was  go- 
ing through  some  family  papers. 
One  of  them  records  the  waiving  of 
dower  rights  by  a  mother  to  her  son 
and  is  dated  1708.  The  other  is  a 
bill  of  sale  for  a  negro  slave  in  Es- 
sex County,  N.  J.,  in  ^.814. 

The  papers  came  into  the  posses- 
sion of  Mrs.  Ryley  from  a  distant 
relative  who  had  inherited  them.  So 
far  as  she  knows  the  persons  men- 
tioned in  them  were  not  connected 
with  her  family,  and  she  gave  copies 
of  them  to  The  New  York  Times 
as  of  possible  interest  to  living  de- 
scendants of  those  named.  ,. 
Mother's  Waiver  of  Power. 

The  dower  waiver  reads  as  fol- 
lows: 

Know  all  men  by  these  presents, 
that  I,  Nedemia  Davis  of  Newbar- 
badoos  in  the  County  of  Essex  & 
Eastern  Division  of  New  Jersey, 
for  divers  good  causes  and  reasons 
me  thereunto  moving  but  more  es- 
specially  for  &  in  consideration  of 
the  Sum  of  fourty  Pounds  Current 
Mohney  of  New  York  to  me  paid 
by  my  son  John  Berry  of  the 
Town,  County  &  Division  afore- 
said, have  demised,  released  and 
made  over  to  him  sd  John  Berry 
his  heirs  &  assigns  for  ever  all  my 
Rights  of  Dower  belonging  or  in 
any  manner  of  wayes  appertain- 
ing to  me  of  the  estate  of  my  for- 
mer husband,  Richard  Berry  late 
of  Newbardadoos  deceased  and  do  ; 
by  T'lese  presents  demise,  release  1 
and  forever  quitt  claim  unto  any 
parsell  or  part  of  any  of  the  estate . 
of  the  sd  Richard  Berry  either 
Real  or  Personall  for  Ever  &  doo 
by  These  presents  give  unto  sd  John 
Berry  quiett  and  Peacable  Posses- 
sion in  &  to  Everything  &  parcell 
thereof  without  any  Maner  of  Lett 
Hindrance  or  Mollestation  by  from 
or  under  me  or  by  means  or  pro- 
curement without  any  more  pre- 
tence of  Right  Claim  or  demand 
of  me  for  Ever  hereafter. 

In  Wittness  whereof  I  have  here- 
unto sett  my  hand  and  seall  in 
Newark  this  twenty-ninth  Day  of 
May  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  ANNO. 
DOM.  one  Thousand  Seven  Hun- 
dred and  Eight. 

NIDEMEA  DAVIS. 
Signed,  Sealed  &  Witnessed  in  the 
presents  of  us 

JOHN  COOPER, 
SAMUEL  COOPER. 

May  the  19th  1708. 

Then,  Received  of  my  Son  John 
Berry  the  Sum  of  fourty  pounds 
above  mentioned  in  full  upon  all 
account  of  my  Dowery  I  say  re- 
ceived by  me. 

NIDEMEA  DAVIS. 


BUI  of  Sale  for  Slave  Girl. 
The  bill  of  sale  for  a  slave,  which 
Mrs.  Ryley  has  been  informed  is  of 
greater  historical  value,  reads  as  fol- 
lows s 

Know  all  Men  by  these  Presents, 
that  I  Adrian  J.  Post  of  the  Town- 
ship of  Aquacnak,  County  of  Essex 
and  State  of  New  Jersey,  farmer, 
for  an  in  Consideration  of  the  Sum 
of  fifty  Dollars,  paid  to  me  in  hand 
before  the  Delivery  of  these  p»es- 
ents,  by  Daniel  R.  Pextone  of  said 
Township  of  Aquacnack  in  said 
County  and  state  aforesaid, 
Farmer,  the  receipt  whereof  I  do 
hereby  acknowledge— Do  bargain 
with  and  sell  to  him  the  said  Dan- 
i  iel  R.  Pextone,  his  heirs  Execu- 
tors, Administrators  and  Assigns, 
One  Negro  Girl  Slave,  named 
Beck,  thirteen  years  old  TO  HAVE 
AND  TO  HOLD,  to  him  the  said 
Danie}  R.  Pextone,  his  heirs,  Ex- 
ecutors. Administrators  and  As- 
signs, the  said  Negro  Girl  Slave 
for  his,  and  their  sole  use  Behoof 
and  Benefit,  for  Ever  of  whom  I 
have  put  him  the  said  Daniel  R. 
Pextone,  in  full  and  peacable  pos- 
session, by  delivering  unto  him  the 
said  Negro  Girl  Slave  as  here  sold 
before  the  delivery  of  these  pres- 
ents:—And  I  do  hereby  warrant, 
and  will  defend  him  the  said  Dan- 
iel R.  Pextone  his  heirs  Executors 
Administrators  &  Assigns,  in  the 
peacable  possession  of  her  the  said 
Negro  Girl  Slave  against  me  or 
any  other  person  or  persons  claim- 
ing, from,  by  or  under  me,  my 
heirs  Executors,  Administrators 
and  Assigns.  IN  WITNESS  where- 
of, I  have  hereunto  set  my  hand 
and  affixed  my  seal  this  29  Day 
of  Jany  1814.  ADRIAN  J.  POST. 
Signed  Sealed  and  Delivered  in 
the  presence  of 

RICHARD  D.  PAXTON, 
HENERY  DOREMAS. 


BSKJAUXH  BERRY  -  I  cannot  feril  that  he  will  be  of  any 

help  to  us  in  this  problem,  unles >  it  be  the  Ben  j . 
Berry  that  settled  in  Mercer  in  1779, he  possible 
may  vave  been  related  to  the  elder  Richard  Berry 

JAMES  BERRY  •  I  find  James  Berry  marrying  Widow  Wilson  in 

Kentucky  as  early  ae  1777.1  do  not  think  that  he  was 
connected  with  the  problem  we  are  trying  to  solve 

BERR"?* MITCHELL* THOUPSOB  *  It  is  combination  of  these  three 
names  in  some  community  in  Virginia  that  we  very 
much  need  to  find. The  Sparrow  family  name  also  might 
possibly  have  had  Virginia  connections  with  this 
group.    Two  brothers  John  and  Richard  who  died  in 
Kentucky  before  1797, John's  wife  ANN  and  Richard's 
wife  Rachel, are  worth  following  up.  I  to  not  think 
the  Edward  Rerry  whom  you  name  is  connected  with 
the  family  of  Richard  perry. 

I  hope  that  these  notes  may  help  ym  find  something  that 
will  allow  us  to  be  successful  in  our  efforts. 


Since rely yours 


w  \Wk  ?Uju*  -r  e*y^       •  ^* 


Louisville,  Ky.  June  18  th.  I929 
Lincoln  Historical  Research  Foundation, 
Fort  Wayne,  Ind. 

infinitely 

Gentlemen: 

Your  director  Mr,  Warren  knows  i^xxdbbfcfcsitf  mo*e  about 
the  Lincoln  record* than  I  can  pretend  to,   though/  I  hove  made  con- 
elderable  investigation  in  Washington  and  Nelson  Counties  espec- 
ially.    A  year  ago  I  printed  privately  a   little  family  tree  hock 
of  some  87  pages.  One  Chapter  of  which  is  devoted  to  the  Berry 
family  of  Maryland,  from  which  I  am  descended  on  my  father is  side. 
My  conclusion  is  that  old  Richard  Berry  who  settled  on  the  Beech  Pork 
in  Washington  County  was  of  this  family,   one  of  the  most  distinguish- 
ed in  Maryland  and  that  .jancy  Hanks  was  his  grand-daughter. 

My  conclusion  is  drawn  from  facts  already  well  known  to  you  as 
I  set  therewith  my  conclusion  in  an  appendix  now  being  printed 
to  my  siid  little  work. 

I  am  a  Washington  County  man  and  was  brought  up  in  the  Lincoln 
tradition  as  found  in  that  county  and  take  the  further  position 
that  Lincoln  was  born  there  at  Poortown.     I  am  expecting  no  partic- 
ular Bale  of  my  little  book  but  have  offered  some  copies  at  the 
actual  cost  to  me  of  preparation  and  printingj^to  say  nothing  about 
the  labor  performed,  which  embraced  much  original  investigation  in 
the  State  of  ..aryland.     The  price  in  cloth  with  the  appendix  is 
$4.00,   in  paper  $3 »5Q«     *  am  net  3ure  you  would  find  anything  in 
it  worth  your  while^as  its  chief  interest,   if  it  has  any,  would 
be  the  showing  of  a  new  genealogy  of  Lincoln. 

Yours  very  truly, 


411  West  Chectnut  St, 
Louisville,  Ky. 


June  19,  1929 


Mr.  *tm  %  Clements 
411  West  Ghesnut  St. 
Louisville,  Kentucky 

%  dear  IS*.  Clements: 

tm  may  feel  tore  that  2  en  Interested  iti  the 
family  history  yea  have  published  acta  especially  in  the 
new  editions  which  will  carry  an  appendix  giving  ysur 
belief  as  to  the  ancestry  of  Lincoln. 

X  aaet  say  that  your  theory  of  Lincoln's  maternity 
Is  not  without  strong  points  especially  so  if  you  follow  the 
traditions  which  Henry  0.  Whitney  used  in  his  early  biography 
of  the  President.     He  affirms  that  fancy  Hanks  was  a  daughter 
of  Lucy  Sorry  Hanks. 

As  soon  as  your  revised  edition  Is  ready  for  publi- 
cation, will  you  kindly  send  me  one  with  cloth  binding  and 
X  will  be  pleased  to  remit  for  it. 

Could  you  tell  ma  in  what  County  the  Berrys  lived 
In  BOrth  Carolina  before  their  migration  to  Kentucky.  This 
might  help  la  solving  several  questions  which  now  confront  us 
and  I  should  like  very  much  to  learn  something  about  their 
North  Carolina  residence. 

Shanking  you  for  your  interest  in  this  matter,  I  am 

Respectfully  yours. 


LA*:TL 


 Director, 

Lincoln  Historical  Research  Foundation. 


June  28,  1929 


Mr.  J.W.S.  Clements 
411  Chestnat  Street 
Louisville,  Ky. 

Uf  dear  Mr.  Clemen tea 

Tour  book  has  been  read  with  a  great  deal  of  interest, 
because  I  have  been  so  closely  acquainted  with  many  of  the 
families  which  yon  mention.      At  Hodgenville,  211  sab eth town, 
and  Morganfielu,  Kentucky  I  have  made  the  acquaintance  of 
many  of  the  descendants  of  these  old  pioneers. 

fon  will  please  find  enclosed  a  check  for  $4-00  which 
I  believe  you  said  was  the  cost  of  the  fourth  volume.  Would 
it  be  possible  to purchase  the  appendix  to  the  book  separate 
from  the  rest  of  the  text*     If  so,  would  you  kindly  advise 
what  the  cost  would  be,  as  I  might  wish  to  have  half  a  do sen 
copies* 

Some  time  when  I  am  in  Louisville  I  should  like  very 
much  to  see  you  and  talk  over  the  traditions  you  have  sent 
forth  relative  to  the  parents  of  Saucy  Hanks  Lincoln. 

Respectfully  yours, 


LftWtn 


Director 

Lincoln  Historical  Research  Foundation 


Louisville,  Ky.  June  29  th.  1929 

Hev.  Lewis  A,  Warren, 
Port  vvayne,  Ind. 
Dear  Sir: 

I  am  in  refeipt  of  yours  of  the  28th.  inst.,  enclosing 

check  for  $4.00  for  my  little  book,     I  thank  you  very  much  for  same 

and  for  your  kind  expression  regarding  my  little  pibiica ticn. 

I  will  sell  a  reasonable  number  of  the  appendices  separately. 

ic 

They  cost  me  including  printing  stenograph  work^copies  and  a  trip  to 
Mary land j about  fl.00  each,   say  nothing  about  the  work,  but  if  you  will 
take  as  many  as  six  I  will  sell  them  at  $.75  each. 

I  shoi  Id  be  very  glad  to  meet  with  yen  at  any  time  to  talk 
ov      the  Lincoln  Tradition  knowing  how  thoroughly  posted  you  are  tc 
every  x>hase  of  the  subject.    As  I  have  heretofore  indicated  the  most 
I  know  about  the  subject  is  having  been  born  and  raised  up  in  the 
Washington  Tradition,  talking  repeatedly  with  Mitchell  Thompson,  Litsey 
Wm  •  C;    McCord,   «.  i1.  Booker  and  above  all  the  late  Hon.  R.  J.  Brown, 
who  knevy  about  the  people  and  the  history  of  Central  Ky.,   than  any  man 
who  ever  lived  in  it.     I  often  heard  him  say  that  Nancy  hanks  had  Berry 
blood  in  her,  as  the  explanation  of  her  residence  with  that  family, 
but  he  never  said,  and  I  am  sure  never  knew,  from  what  source  derived. 
John  Berry  havin,?  died  very  early  and  a  considerable  distance  from 
Springfield,  he  seemed  never  to  ha^e  heard, or  known  anything  of  him. 
I  am  my  dear  sir, 

Very  respectfully  yours, 

J.   tf.  S.  Clements, 
411  West  Chestnut  St. 
Louisville,  Ky. 


f 


July  3*  1989 


Mr.  J.  W.  L.  Clements 
411  lest  Chestnut  St. 
Louisville,  Kentucky 

My  3ear  Mr*  Clements* 

Just  as  toon  as  I  am  able  to  learn  how  many  of 
nor  Meads  would  like  a  copy  of  the  appendix  printed  in 
your  book,  X  shall  let  you  know  how  sway  2  can  use* 

four  mention  of  the  MeCord  family  as  hawing 
information  about  Lincoln's  parents  la  quite  interesting 
as  X  have  Just  received  a  letter  from  B.  C.  Simpson  of 
Torre  Rente,  Indiana*  whose  grandmother  was  Jane  Caldwell 
KeCord.      Jane  McCord's  grandparents  ware  Bawid  McCord 
and  Anne  Shipley  McCord.     X  am  wondering  if  this  is  the 
family  to  which  yon  refer  in  your  recent  latter. 

Xf  at  any  time  you  are  in  Tort  fayne  I  hope  you 
will  make  it  a  point  to  call  upon  me. 

Respectfully  yours. 


UtflYL 


 Director, 

Lincoln  Historical  Besearch  Foundation. 


January  2,  19S0 


Kr«  J.W.3 .  Clements 
411    oat  Chesnut  Street 
Louisville,  Kentucky 

Ey  dear  Xir.  C  lenient  a*. 

I  have  been  advised  fey  Hr.  Tfelter  L.  Clemonta 
of  South  Bena  that  you  Tould  probably  be  interested  in 
a  broadside,  Lincoln  Lore,  which  this  Foundation 
publishes. 

In  corresponding  with  you  seme  time  ago  about 
the  Berry  family,  it  did  not  occur  to  ire  at  that  time 
to  place  your  name  upoa  our  mailing  list,  but  I  should 
be  very  glad  to  do  so.      Lincoln  Lore  is  bein&  sent  to 
abont  500  Lincoln  students  rtbd  we  are  very  glad  to  place 
your  name  upon  this  list.      Tbere  is  no  cost  attached  to 
it. 

Of  course,  I  will  be  very  much  interested  if 
you  run  across  any  further  information  about  the  conoec- 
tion  of  the  Berry  anj  Hanks  families.    I  ar.  taking  the 
liberty  of  enclosing  a  few  back  numbers  of  Lincoln  lore. 

Respectfully  yours, 


UftsEB 
Ends* 


Director 

Lincoln  Historical  Besearc*.  Foundation 


February  6,  1931 


45*%.  K.  Hays  Montrey 
286  Kenneth  Road 


Glandule,  California 

«y  dear  Mrs.  Montrey: 

Through  the  kindness  of  fcrs.  Caroline  Hanks 
Hitchcock  of  Cambridge,  Massachusetts,  your  letter  to 
her  has  been  forwarded  here.  M 

Mrs.  Hitchcock  a  fee  years  ago  gave  to  as  all 
of  the  valuable  Hanks  papers  and  pictures  which  she 
had  collected  over  a  great  many  years  to  preserve  here 
in  the  Lincoln  Historical  Be search  Foundation.  This  is 
by  far  the  largest  collection  of  information  about 
Lincoln's  mother  that  ae  have  in  America  today. 

On  next  Wednesday,  the  day  before  Lincoln's 
birthday,  «e  dedicate  our  nee  museum  and  I  em  sending 
you  under  separate  cover  a  book  which  contains  a  picture 

of  it. 

?e  have  a  very  wonderful  Lincoln  collection  here, 
in  fact  the  finest  In  America. 

t  am  wondering  if  you  could  give  me  any  further 
history  about  the  family  of  Elchard  Berry  in  whose  home 
r%ney  Hanks  lived.    I  am  sending  you  a  paper  I  published 
sometime  ago  which  gives  you  about  all  the  information  I 
have  and  if  you  have  more  I  should  be  very  glad  to  have 
it. 

I  do  not  know  what  you  plan  to  do  with  the  foamy 
Basks  curios  which  you  have  but  T  am  sure  we  would  like 
very  much  to  have  them  for  our  museum  here  and  you  might 
feel  sure  they  would  be  preserved  forever. 

I  should  be  very  glad  to  hear  from  you  when  it  is 
convenient  for  you  to  write. 


Very  truly  yours, 


Bincoln  Historical  Beeeareh  founs 


rector 
let  ion 


C      ;  ,       <m  w 


^X^.  ^^y- 

SlsQ.  IatU^K    lU?         £w  fi>^<  ' 


Sarch  18,  1931 


Vary  S.  Hay*  Montray 

286  Kenneth  load 

01  an  dale,  California 

!ly  dear  Madams 

About  a  month  ago  I  received  a  letter  from 
yon  advising  me  that  you  had  in  your  possession  some 
keepsakes  that  originally  belonged  to  TJancy  Hanks,  the 
mother  of  Abraham  Lincoln. 

I  would  appreciate  it  greatly  if  you  would 
give  as  such  traditions  as  you  have  about  the  residence 
of  Nancy  Hanks  in  the  home  of  3L chard  Berry  and  about 
l&isabeth  Dsing  Berry  which  yon  may  happen  to  have. 

I  am  wondering  if  you  could  tell  me  the 
maiden  name  of  31 chard  Berry* s  mother,  whose  first  name 
was  Hachel .     We  are  v>ry  anxious  indeed  to  learn  all  we 
can  about  the  history  of  this  family. 

If  you  are  planning  to  dispose  o:  the  relics 
which  you  have,  I  should  like  very  much  to  learn  something 
of  your  plans. 

Very  sincerely  yours, 


Lalifl 


_  Director. 
Lincoln  Historical  Hesearch  Foundation. 


7< 


$r  fa-urea 


April  3,  1931 


Mrs,  Mary  E.  Hays  Moutrey 
286  Kenneth  Road 
Glendale,  California 

Dear  Mrs*  Moutreys 

It  Is  impossible  for  tee  to  toll  you  how  very 
glad  I  was  to  hear  from  you  sad  receive  the  information 
vhioh  your  letter  contains  a 

After  one  has  been  working  for  several  years 
on  a  certain  problem  and  then  cooes  in  touch  with  one 
who  has  a  large  source  of  Information  on  this  subject, 
you  can  imagine  how  grateful  he  is  to  get  in  contact 
with  such  a  one* 

Do  you  think  it  would  be  possible  for  me  to 
secure  the  Yager  family  tree,  or  any  of  the  correspondence 
which  passed  between  Kev.  Cornelius  Tager  and  members  of 
the  Berry  family* 

If  I  might  secure  lees  of  this  material,  I  would 
be  very  glad  indeed  to  have  photostat  copies  made  of  such 
that  seem  to  be  valuable  and  send  you  duplicates  of  the 
same  at  the  time  I  return  the  original  manuscript* 

I  wish  I  could  impress  upon  you  the  importance  of 
learning  all  that  we  can  about  the  Berry  family  as  you  are 
probably  aware  of  the  traditions  which  are  detrimental  to 
the  maternity  of  Nancy  Hanks  Lincoln. 

I  cannot  feel  that  there  would  be  any  danger  in 
sending  such  material  as  you  have  by  registered  mail,  and 
I  am  sure  that  our  Company  is  sufficiently  well-known  for 
you  to  trust  the  manuscript  with  us  for  two  or  three  days* 

With  what  records  have  been  collected  by  Mr*  Yager 
and  those  which  I  have  gathered  in  both  Kentucky  and  Virginia, 
it  may  be  possible  for  us  to  work  out  the  maternal  ancestry 
of  Hanoy  Hanks  Lincoln,  and  I  feel  that  with  your  cooperation 
we  may  be  able  to  contribute  very  much  to  the  knowledge  of 
Lincoln's  ancestry  and  bring  honor  upon  the  family  which  you 
represent • 


Mrs.  Mary  E.  Hays  Moutrey  April    3,  1931 


-  -  Paga  Two  -  - 


Thanking  you  again  far  your  willingness  to 
cooperate  with  roe  thus  far  in  sanding  the  clippings 
and  biographical  information,  and  trusting  wa  may  ba 
abla  to  work  together  with  still  further  success  on 
this  problem,  I  an 

Very  sincerely  yours. 


uvtn 


Director, 

Lincoln  Historical  Research  Foundation 


WM.B.NOE. 

Attorney  xxt  'HtXsxvs. 

CALHOUN.  KY. 


Mrs.  C.  R.  llaiioway 


Central  City,  Ky., April 


Henderson,  Ky 


My  dear  Mrs.  Galloway 


vour  letter  to  my  niece.  111*8  Nora  Noe,  of  H^^^'p^^!" 

f5 is  re  ss  ?o  w  ifu  sss  r^«r« 

but  I  shall  try 

My  relation,  as  aiao  that  of  my  *****  *TTl\i*  "'^ 
n6^ur  other's  grand  mother  was  Sara  Mitchell,  and  by  the 

""soon  after  the  marriage  of  Nancy  HanXs,  Sara  »t^ll  also  nawiad 
And  became  the  wife  of  John  Thompson;  among  her  other  ehildren  tnere 
Sere  born  to  her  two  daughters,  named  Jane  and  Patsey;  these  girls 
SSieS  brothers,  Jane  married  Alexander  Noe,  «f  Patsey 
Aquilla  Noe.  My  brother  and  I  are  descendants  of  Patsey  and  Aquilla 
Noe.  Prof  .cotton  Noe,  of  Lexington,  is  a  descendant  of  Jane  and 
Alexander  Noe.  My  father  bore  a  striking  resemblance  to  Lincoln,  and 

V1edofSth^thrft4meyour  letter  Just  what  relation  your  abator 
William  Hanks,  bore  to  Nansy  or  her  father,  so  I  an  JtPJjeeJ, 
at  this  writing  to  say  just  how  near  akin  we  are.  I  have  known  a  Mr 
Hanks,  of  sebree,  for  several  years,  and  have  often  wondered  where 

heNoTeconcerning  the  Fllaon  side  of  our  family,  and  of  which  it  is 
possible  that  your  ancestress,  Margaret  "Ml  son  Hanks    was  a  member 
I  have  to  sav  that  it  was  a  pioneer  Kentucky  family  that  settled  in 
Washington  county  at  a  time  when  that  county  included  most,  if  net 
all,  of  the  other  counties  '-round  it,  ef  whi«h  you  apes*. 


WM.B.NOE. 

Ait  am  tig  aX  3Iiam. 

CALHOUN.  KY. 


(    2  ) 

Mrs.  Galloway: 


While  they  were  a  qui**  and  religious  folk,  they  were  patriotic 
hafl  positive  and  fixed  opinions,  and  were  ever  ready  for  a  fight 
v/hen  a  war  came  on.  ky  great  grand-father,  Joaish  Wilson,  wa^  a 
sol'iier  of  the  Hcvolution,  and  spent  that  cold  winter  at  Valley 
Forge  with  Washington.  He  had  some  brothers^  and  slaters,  one  of 
the  brothers  ws?  named  John,  and  he  named  my  gr*nd- father,  John 
Hardin  '"ilaon,  after  him.    John  Hardin  'ilson  vms  a  eommirsioned 
officer  under  Genera]  Jackson  and  took  part  in  the  battle  of  New 
OrDpan°.    His  wife,  my  rr=ind-mother,  was  Harriet  Pettit,  of  V'ashing- 
ton  county,  and  was  re.iat.eri  to  the  late  Thomas  S.  Pettit  of  Ov.v-.ns- 
boro,  the  founder  and  publisher  of  the  Owensboro  Monitor,  and  was 
Reading  "Jerk  of  congress  for  several  terms;  he  passed  on  within 
the  last  year. 

One  of  my  uncles,  Thomas  Wilson,  was  a  soldier  in  the  Union  Army, 
during  the  Civil  war,  and  was  killed  in  the  battle  of  Perryville. 

He  left  a  widow  and  one  son.  My  mother  had  several  sisters,  and 
tv/o  other  brothers,  Anthony  and  Josiah. 

My  mother  and  father  reared  a  large  family  of  children,  three  boys 
ani  four  daughters.  One  of  ny  sisters,  Mrs.  A.  G.  Roberts,  lived  r~or 
a  number-  of  years  in  Henderson,  her  haaband,  A.  G.  Roberts,  being 
the  owner  and  operator  of  a  Photograph  Gallery  there  for  quite  a 
while.  She  now  lives  In  Cleveland.  Ohio,  and  is  the  mother  of  Emma 
Roberts,  the  singer.  At  this  point,  allow  me  to  say  that  Emma  Roberta 
ani  Emma  Woe  Adams,  known  on  the  stage,  as  Ma name  Emma  Nooe,  are 
first  coasins,  and  i  am  proud  to  say  that  both  have  attained  distinc- 
tion In  Grand  Opera. 

Now,  as  you  know,  the  vuson  family  is  a  largo  one,  even  including 
out-  coupin,  "oodrow,  and  it  would  be  difficult  to  trace  them,  but, 
really,  from  what  you  say,  I  am  of  the  opinion  that  v0u  and  I  belong 
to  the  better  strain,  at  least,  let  us  hope  so. 

Now,  if  i  oan  be  of  any  service  to  you  in  the  future  along  the 
lines  about  which  you  inquire  command  me  or  Miss  Nora  Noe.  of 
Hopkinsviiie,  Kentucky. 

with  kind  regards  and  best  wishes,  I  am, 

sincere!}'  yours, 


wm.  B.  Noe. 


March  19,  1940 


Hiss  lUxrie  Smith 

Post  Office  Box  ITo.  1373 

Gas  to  ni  a,  Horth  Carolina 

My  dear  Madam 

Then}-  you  very  ranch  for  calling  attention  to  the 
little  iten   you  discovered  aW-  %  the  Hanks  fatally  and  we 
are  indeed  glad  to  have  this  farther  inform^. ion  for  onr 
files,    1  do  hope  that  sone  day  we  nay  be  able  to  straighten 
out  the   Janes  Hanks  and  the  Richard  Hanks  relationship 
as  wo  aro  intensely    interested  In  knowing  who  the  parents 
were  of  these  two  nen. 

Very  truly  yo^rs, 


7^4-  vJ 


fUL^  t£<^  Jf-^ 


lite  Ooib  Sell  Pless,  0nc. 
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FULTON,  MISSOURI 


May  9,  1941. 

Mr.  Louis  A.  Warren,  Director 
Lincoln  National  Life  Foundation, 
Fort  Wayne,  Ind. 

Dear  Mr.  Warren: 

I  have  your  letter  of  the  6th  asking  for  information  about 
the  Berry  family.     With  the  letter  came  the  pamphlet  on  the 
Richard  Berry  family. 

Rose  and  Bryan's  Pioneer  Families  of  Missouri  contains 
two  sketches,  substantially  the  same,  of  the  Berry  family — one 
on  page  305  and  one  on  page  313.     This  book  is  very  rare  and  a 
copy  of  it  may  not  be  available  to  you.  It  was  published  about 
1875. 

The  History  of  Callaway  County,  published  by  the  National 
Historical  Society,  St.  Louis,  in  1884,  contains  a  sketch  of 
Edward  G.  Berry,  which  gives  considerable  information  concern- 
ing the  family. 

Edward  G.  Berry,  who  died  March  2,  1905,   almost  98  years 
old,  was  a  son  of  Richard  Berry,  who  came  to  Missouri  in  1820 
and  after  living  in  St.  Charles  County  three  years  moved  to  a 
place  three  miles  southeast  of  Fulton  which  he  entered  from 
the  Government.     Richard  Berry  died  and  is  buried  on  that  farm. 
He  was  73  years  old  when  he  died  in  1844. 

If  the  data  in  your  pamphlet  is  correct,  then  the  Richard 
Berry  who  came  to  Missouri  in  1820  was  Richard  Berry,  III. 
Knowing  little  that  is  definite,  I  do  not  question  the  authen- 
ticity of  the  statements  in  the  pamphlet,  but  I  do  say  careful 
.checking  of  them  might  be  enlightening. 

The  tradition  here  is  that  the  Richard  Berry  who  is  buried 
in  this  county  was  the  man  who  signed  the  marriage  bond  of  Nancy 
Hanks  and  Tom  Lincoln.     I  have  heard  that  story  all  my  life — 
nearly  66  years. 

More  than  this,  the  story  which  has  come  down  the  years  is 
Nancy  Hanks,  a  remote  cousin,  was  a  servant  in  the  family  of 
Richard  Berry  during  one  of  the  numerous  preganancies  of  his 
wife,  and  that  during  that  period  he  became  intimate  with  her. 
The  result  of  that  intimacy  was  the  child  called  Sarah  Lincoln. 


OVID  BELL 

President  and 
General  Manager 
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When  the  pregnancy  of  Nancy  Hanks  was  discovered,  the  story 
here  says",  Richard  Berry  paid  Tom  Lincoln,  described  as  a  thrift- 
less, shiftless,  ignorant  backwoodsman,  to  marry  Nancy  Hanks,  and 
thus  got  himself  out  of  trouble. 

I  do  not  suppose  any  of  these  statements  can  be  proved  now. 
They  may  be  even  old  gossips'   tales.     But  they  are  believed  here. 

I  recollect  Edward  G.  Berry,  though  not  too  distinctly.  My 
father  owed  him  a  debt  in  my  childhood  and  he  came  to  our  house 
periodically  to  collect  interest--10  per  cent  a  year.     As  I  re- 
call him,  he  looked  very  much  like  the  current  pictures  of  Lin- 
coln— even  the  death  mask  in  Washington.     And  in  my  mind  there 
has  always  been  a  suspicion  that  he  was  Lincoln's  half  brother. 
This,  of  course,  is  not  believed  by  such  writers  as  the  late  Mr. 
Barton,  whose  labors,  to  say  the  least,  were  labored.     (See  the 
Lincoln  Life  by  the  late  Senator  Beveridge.) 

The  Richard  Berry  who  lived  in  this  county  (the  biography 
of  his  son  says)  married  Mary  Ewing,  who  bore  him  eleven  children, 
ten  of  whom  were  named  Frank,  Caleb  E. ,  John,  Edward  G.  ,  Richard, 
Jr.  ,  Samuel  PI.  ,  Robert  M.  ,  Elizabeth,  Nancy,  Margaret  and  Mary  J. 
Caleb  E.  was  the  father  of  Jim,  Ike  and  Dick  Berry,  who  rode  with 
Q.uantrell  and  Bill  Anderson  during  the  Civil  War.     Jim  is  reputed 
to  have  been  a  member  of  the  James  Gang  of  bank  and  train  robbers 
and  was  shot  and  killed  by  a  sheriff.     Samuel  H.  was  sheriff  of 
this  county  in  1857.     G.  G.  Terry,  of  this  city,  is  a  grandson 
of  Edward  G.  Berry.     Mr.  Terry,  however,   is  not  likely  to  have 
information  that  would  be  valuable  to  you. 


The  fifth  paragraph  of      my  letter,   it  seems  to  me  as  I  con- 
sider the  subject,  is  incorrect.     It  was  the  result  of  insuffi- 
cient checking  of  the  statements  before  me  with  those  in  your 
pamphlet,  which,  I  believe,  are  deficient  at  least  to  the  ex- 
tent of  naming  the  children  of  Richard  Berry,  and   incorrect  con- 
cerning the  time  of  his  death. 


Very  truly  yours 


0.  B. 


May  13,  19*1 


Nr.  Ovid  Bell 
1201  Bluff  St. 
Fulton,  Mo. 

Pear  Mr.  Bells 

Thank  you  very  such  for  your  prompt  and  courteous  reply 
to  my  request  about  information  relative   to  the  Richard  Berry 

family. 

Both  the  history  of  Callaway  County  and  the  pioneer 
families  of  Missouri  have  been  available  to  me  but  X  thought 
possibly  you  may  have  some  article  vhloh  you  may  hare  prepared 
for  your  paper  relative  to  the  Interesting  contact   of  the  Richard 
Berry  family  with  the  Banks  family. 

I  appreciate  very  much  your  correction  with  respect  to 
the  Richard  Berry  lineage,  vhloh  makes  It  appear  as  If  the 
Richard  Berry,  XXX,  which  X  mentioned,  would  not  be  directly 
associated  with  the  Richard  Berry  who  died  in  Callaway  County. 

Tou  will  please  find  another  copy  of  the  Lincoln  lKlnamar* 
which  gives  you  a  fairly  good  picture  of  Thomas  Lincoln. 

Tory  truly  yours. 


Brno. 


Director 


LINCOt-N  LORE 
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RICHARD  BERRY — GUARDIAN  OF  NANCY  HANKS 


Day  before  yesterday  I  stood  beside 
the  grave  of  Eichard  Berry  (ae)  lo- 
cated in  a  private  burial  ground  on  the 
farm  in  Callaway,  County  Missouri 
where  he  passed  away.  Beside  his  re- 
mains is  the  resting  place  of  his  wife 
and  also  within  the  iron  fence  enclos- 
ure the  well  marked  graves  of  many  of 
their  descendants.  This  Richard  Berry 
(ae)  signed  the  marriage  bond  of 
Thomas  Lincoln  and  Nancy  Hanks  as 
the  guardian  of  the  prospective  bride. 
By  this  act  he  made  legally  possible 
the  nuptials  of  the  parents  of  the 
President. 

Richard  Berry  (ae)  was  born  on 
September  2,  1769,  as  revealed  by  the 
date  recorded  on  his  tombstone.  He 
was  the  fifth  child  of  Richard  (a)  and 
Rachel  Shipley  Berry  and  migrated 
with  other  members  of  the  family 
from  the  Roanoke  River  country  in 
Virginia  to  Beech  Fork  community  in 
Kentucky  about  1780.  He  was  married 
in  Mercer  County  on  October  22,  1794 
to  Mary  (Polly)  Ewing. 

Nearly  twelve  years  after  his  mar- 
riage to  Miss  Ewing,  when  he  was 
thirty-seven  years  old  and  the  father 
of  several  children,  he  inscribed  his 
signature  jointly  with  Thomas  Lincoln 
on  the  famous  bond  issued  in  Wash- 
ington County,  Kentucky,  June  10, 
1806.  On  this  legal  paper  he  signed 
his  name  as  "guardian"  of  Nancy 
Hanks. 

The  best  evidence  now  before  us, 
although  lacking  available  public  rec- 
ord confirmation,  concludes  that  Rich- 
ard Berry  (ae)  and  Nancy  Hanks  were 
first  cousins,  being  the  offspring  of 
two  sisters,  Rachel  Shipley  who  mar- 
ried Richard  Berry  (a)  and  Lucy 
Shipley  who  married  James  Hanks, 
the  father  of  Nancy. 

Lucy  Shipley  Hanks  after  the  death 
of  Nancy's  father  married  on  April 
30,  1790  in  Mercer  County,  Kentucky, 
Henry  Sparrow  whose  brother, 
Thomas,  was  later  to  marry  Elizabeth 
Hanks,  persumably  a  sister  of  Nancy's 
father,  James  Hanks.  On  the  written 
affirmation  which  Lucy  made  stating 
that  she  was  of  age  two  kinsmen 
Robert  Mitchell  and  John  Berry  served 
as  witnesses  to  the  certificate.  Mitch- 
ell was  a  brother-in-law  having  mar- 
ried Naomi  Shipley,  a  sister  of  Lucy 
and  John  Berry  was  a  nephew,  the 
son  of  her  sister,  Rachel  Shipley 
Berry. 

Well  established  tradition  has  it 
that  at  some  time  previous  to  the 
death  of  Richard  Berry  (a)  in  1798 
Nancy,  daughter  of  Lucy,  went  to  live 
with  her  Aunt  Rachel  Berry  where 
there  was  also  living  Sarah  Shipley 


Mitchell,  daughter  of  Naomi  Shipley 
Mitchell,  who  had  been  massacred  by 
the  Indians.  Whether  or  not  the  widow 
Rachel  Berry  was  living  at  the  time 
Nancy  Hanks  was  married  on  June 
12,  1806  we  have  been  unable  to  learn. 

Mordecai  Lincoln,  brother  of 
Thomas  Lincoln,  served  as  an  ap- 
praiser  of  the   estate   of  Richard 


BERRY  FAMILY— THREE 
GENERATIONS 
a.    Richard  m.  Rachel  Shipley 
(Lunenburg  County,  Va.) 


aa.  John  m.  Ann  Mitchell 

Aug.  18,  1786.  Mercer  County,  Ky. 

ab.  Joanna  m.  James  Brumfield 

ac.  Sarah 

ad.  Rachel  m.  Thomas  Pitman 
March  30,  1782.  Lincoln  County,  Ky. 

ae.  Richard  nt.  Mary  (Polly)  Ewing 
Oct.  22,  1794.  Mercer  County,  Ky. 

af.  Francis  m.  Elizabeth  Brazelton 
Nov.  25,  1779.  Washington  Co.,  Ky. 

ag.  Jane  m.  Daniel  Mitchell 

Dec.  29,  1794.  Washington  Co.,  Ky. 

ah.  Edward  m.  Polly  Brazelton 

Dec.  15,  1808.  Washington  Co.,  Ky. 


aea.  Caleb  m.  Virginia  Fulkerson 

aeb.  John  m.  Margaret  Galbreth 

aec.  Edward  G.  m.  Sallie  A.  Galbreth 

aed.  Richard  m.  (1)  Elizabeth  Watts 

(2)  Mary  Hamilton 

aee.  Samuel  m.  Eliza  Watts 

aef.  Robert  M.  m.  (1)  Elizabeth 

Martin 
(2)  Emily  A. 

Scholl 

aeg.  Elizabeth  m.  (1)  Thomas 

Yocum 
(2)  John  Watts 

aeh.  Nancy  m.  John  W.  Johnson 

aei.  Mary  J.  m.  James  B.  Yager 


Berry  (a)  and  was  closely  associated 
with  the  younger  Richard  (ae)  during 
the  time  they  both  lived  in  the  Beech 
Fork  community.  Thomas  Lincoln  and 
Nancy  Hanks  grew  up  in  the  same 
neighborhood. 

Four  years  after  the  Lincolns  mi- 
grated to  Indiana,  Richard  Berry  (ae) 
set  out  for  Missouri.  Apparently  he 
was  first  attracted  to  the  country 
while  he  served  against  the  Indians  in 


Capt.  James  Callaway's  rangers.  St. 
Charles  County,  Missouri  furnished 
the  first  stopping  place  of  the  Berry 
family  in  1820  but  three  years  later 
they  moved  to  Garden  Prairie,  south- 
east of  Fulton,  in  Callaway  County. 
On  December  1,  1825,  John  Quincy 
Adams  signed  a  patent  inscribed  to 
Richard  Berry  (ae),  for  which  he  had 
made  full  payment  for,  "The  north- 
west quarter  of  Section  twenty-six  in 
Township  forty-seven  north  of  Range 
nine,  west,  containing  160  acres  of 
land." 

It  was  on  this  piece  of  land  that 
he  lived  until  his  death  and  on  which 
he  lies  buried  as  already  observed. 
On  April  9,  1831,  he  deeded  this  160 
acre  tract  to  Samuel  and  Robert  Berry 
"for  and  in  consideration  of  the  love 
and  affection  which  he  has  for  his 
two  youngest  and  dutiful  sons  and  for 
further  consideration  of  the  sum  of 
one  dollar."  This  deed  of  gift  was 
qualified  by  the  statement  that  they 
were  "not  to  have  occupancy  until 
after  the  death  of  said  Richard  Berry 
senior  (ae)." 

The  inscription  on  the  Richard 
Berry  (ae)  tombstone  follows: 

RICHARD  BERRY 
BORN 
SEPT.  2,  1769 
DIED 
APRIL  16,  1843 

On  the  headstone  over  Richard's 
wife's  grave  evidently  placed  there  at 

some  time  after  her  husband's  marker 
was  erected,  is  this  inscription: 

OUR  MOTHER 
MARY 
WIFE  OF 
R.  BERRY 

DIED 
DEC.  3,  1829 
AGED 
55  YEARS 

The  burial  ground  of  the  Richard 
Berry  (ae)  family  in  Missouri  is  an- 
other spot  which  students  of  Abraham 
Lincoln  should  list  among  the  ceme- 
teries associated  with  the  story  of  the 
Emancipator. 
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Having  learned  that  Richard  Berry,  Sr.  with  whom 
Nancy  Hanks  made  her  home  was  James  Nail's  paternal  great-r 
grandfather,  possibly  we  have  a  clue  to  his  own  confusion 
in  attempting  to  show  a  relationship  between  the  wife  of 
Berry,  his  paternal  grandmother  and  the  mother  of  Thomas 
Lincoln,  his  maternal  grandmother.  If  he  had  been  identifying 
the  mother  of  Nancy  Hanks  instead  of  Thomas  Lincoln,  he 
could  have  said  that  they  were. 


Thus  we  find  in  Virginia^  colony  of  people  in 
which  there  lad  "been  many  intermarriages,  who  were  soon  to 
take  up  their  residence  in  Kentucky.  Some  of  them  went  into 
the  fta«*6*fcba  River  country  of  North  Carolina,  but  most  of 
them  eventually  arrived  in  what  is  known  as  the  Beech  Fork 
community,  now  in  Washington  County,  Kentucky. 


"It  would  appear  that  there  were  four  families 
which  hed  "been  closely  and  intimately  associated  in  geo- 
graphical propinquity  in  at  least  two  States,  if  not  in 
three  or  four,  and  were  also  equally  associated  in  marital 
bonds.  They  were  the  Lincolns,  Hankses,  Berrys,  and 
Shipleys.  They  probably  were  all  of  Quaker  proclivities, 
and  among  that  worthy  class  there  is  a  spiritual  imtimacy 
Unknown  in  other  clanships.  The  Lincolns  and  Hankses  ha  d 
been  neighbors  in  Berks  County,  Pennsylvania.  The  Berrys, 
Shipleys,  Lincolns,  and  Hankses  had  owned  a  common  tie 
of  spiritual  community  in  Virginia,  North  Carolina,  and 
Kentucky.  One  Richard.  Berry  had  emigrated  from  North 


Carolina  to  Kentucky  in  the  same  party  with  Abraham  Lincoln 
Sr.  They  were  connected  "by  the  fact  of  "both  having  married 
sisters  of  the  name  of  Shipley.  A  daughter  of  Richard 
Berry  Sr.  had  married  into  the  Hanks  family  in  Virginia, 
the  issue  being  one  child,  a  girl,  named  Nancy.  When  the 
father  died  the  widow,  Lucy  (Berry)  Hanks,  migrated  with 
her  brothers-in-law  to  Kentucky,  where  she  married  a 
second  time,  this  husband  being  one  Henry  Sparrow,  brother 
to  Thomas  Sparrow  iiho  had  espoused  her  first  husband's 
sister.  Prior  to  this  second  marriage,  the  widow  and  child 
had  found  a  temporary  home  with  Thomas  Sparrow's  family, 
and  after  the  marriage,  Nancy,  being  greatly  endeared  to 
her  aunt,  contirtyed  tdiLive  there  for  a  time." 


"Abrjham,  the  grandfather,  married  one  Mary- 
Shipley  in  North  Carolina,  and  his  sons  were  Mordecai, 
Josiah  and  Thomas,  and  his  daughters  were  Nancy  (Brumfield) 
and  Mrs.  Crume,  Of  Lincoln's  mother  nothing  is  definitely 
known  except  that  her  mother  married  one  Henry  Sparrow, 
and  that  Lincoln's  mother  was  reared  fcn  the  family  of 
Thomas  and  Betsy  Sparrow  -  Thomas  "being  a  "brother  of  the  . 
stepfather. " 
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failure  of  this  firm.  This  paper  was  worthless  in  Kansas  City 
if  the  news  of  the  failure  reached  there  before  the  drafts.  The 
stage  coach  bearing  the  news  of  the  failure,  had  left  two  hours 
before,  and  Linville  determined  to  beat  the  news  to  the  bank, 
and  to  ride  the  mule  "Sam"  the  six  hundred  and  twenty  miles. 
"Sam"  was  a  wonderful  animal  and  was  later  famous  and  much 
written  and  talked  about  and  sought  out  by  strangers,  for 
while  the  stage  had  relays  of  horses  and  fresh  drivers  every 
hundred  miles,  and  had  a  start  of  two  hours,  Linville  Hays  and 
"Sam"  travelled  night  and  day,  both  often  more  than  half 
asleep,  stopping  only  for  food  and  water. 

They  made  the  trip  in  six  days,  beat  the  stage  into  Kansas 
City  by  more  than  an  hour,  and  the  drafts  were  cashed.  It 
was  with  great  satisfaction  that  Hays  witnessed  the  arrival 
of  the  stage  with  the  news  of  the  failure.  Half  the  money  was 
his,  and  he  always  said  "I  would  do  it  again  for  thirty  thousand 
dollars." 

The  children  of  Boone  Hays  and  Lydia  Schull,  with  dates 
of  their  births,  were  Alfred,  1814,  who  died  in  1838,  poisoned 
from  a  thorn  prick;  Louisa,  1810,  wife  of  Thomas  Crump  and 
mother  of  Henry,  Richard  and  Daniel  Crump;  Mary  Boone, 
1829,  wife  of  A.  Hughes;  Serrelda,  1816,  wife  of  James  Mc- 
Murtrie  who  died,  and  later  she  married  Barrbara  Collins; 
Eleanor,  1818,  wife  of  Francis  Chick;  Mariam,  1826,  wife  of 
David  McMurtrie;  Linville,  1821,  named  after  beautiful 
Linville  Creek,  six  miles  north  of  Harrisonburg  in  Rockingham 
county,  Virginia,  where  the  Hays  family  first  met  the  Boones 
on  their  way  to  North  Carolina,  who  married  Lorinda  Hallo- 
way;  Upton,  1831,  whose  wife  was  Margaret  J.  Watts,  daughter 
of  State  Senator  John  S.  Watts;  Amazon,  1820,  was  named 
after  the  Amazon  river  on  which  his  father  had  hunted,  and 
married  Agnes  McMurtrie,  and  after  her  early  death,  Mary 
Berry  became  his  wife;  Samuel,  1824,  who  was  named  after 
Samuel  Boone,  and  married  Rebecca  Berry. 


The  father  of  these  two  Berry  girls  and  eleven  other 
children  was  Caleb  Berry,  son  of  Richard  Berry,  at  whose 
home  Nancy  Hanks,  a  close  relative,  was  married  to  Thomas 
Lincoln,  father  of  Abraham  Lincoln.    A  brother  of  Caleb, 
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Robert  Mitchell  Berry,  was  still  living  recently  in  good  health 
at  the  ripe  age  of  96  in  Williamsburg,  Missouri.  The  wife  of 
Caleb  Berry  was  Virginia  Fulkerson,  daughter  among  ten 
children  of  Isaac  Fulkerson  who  married  Rebecca  Neil  in  Lee 
county,  Virginia,  in  1799.  Isaac  Fulkerson  was  one  of  twelve 
children  and  served  in  the  Missouri  state  senate  one  term. 
Frank,  a  son  of  Caleb  Berry,  went  to  the  front  at  the  first 
call  for  volunteers  in  the  Mexican  war,  and  memory  still 
follows  him  fondly  about  Chapultepec  and  over  the  broken 
way  of  Cerro  Gordo,  and  amid  the  ruins  of  Molino  De  Ray, 
and  there  where  the  Belen  gate  stands  yet  in  ghastly  and 
scattered  fragments,  and  yonder  under  the  shadow  of  Huasco, 
about  the  crest  of  Churubusco,  through  the  storm  and  the 
massacre,  to  his  unmarked  grave  which  covers  him  where  he 
fell  in  that  last  deadly  charge  against  Santa  Anna.  These 
Berrys  were  descendants  from  the  princes  that  ruled  the 
province  of  Berry  in  Southern  France,  a  part  of  ancient 
Aquitania,  originally  peopled  by  Gallic  tribes.  Berry  achieved 
independence  as  early  as  the  sixth  century  and  maintained  a 
free  and  individual  goveinment  until  the  year  1601,  when 
Berry  voluntarily  joined  the  crown  of  France.  To  prevail 
was  second  nature  to  the  Berrys,  whether  in  business,  battle, 
revel  or  rout,  and  this  blood,  world  trained  and  wise,  found 
leadership  among  the  highlanders  of  Scotland,  the  cossacks  of 
Russia,  and  among  Cherokee  and  pioneer  alike  in  America. 

Two  younger  brothers  of  Frank  Berry,  Isaac  and  Richard 
after  much  gold  digging,  bull  whacking,  wagon  bossing,  and 
general  roaming  over  the  West,  joined  Upton  Hays  in  the 
Confederate  cause  and  did  yeoman's  service  with  the  "Iron 
Brigade." 

Isaac,  home  on  sick  leave  and  knowing  there  was  a  price 
upon  him,  boldly  came  into  Westport  one  evening,  apparently 
without  arms,  and  went  into  a  saloon  where  Union  soldiers 
were  drinking  and  gambling.  He  quietly  approached  a  table 
where  Major  Harvey,  commander  of  the  garrison,  and  other 
officers  were  at  cards,  asked  to  take  a  hand  in  the  game  and 
was  openly  received.  Every  one  present  felt  that  he  had 
walked  to  his  own  destruction,  but  they  meant  to  play  with 
him  and  take  him  at  their  pleasure.    The  stakes  were  large 
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and  luck  was  with  Ike  Berry.  Ere  long  he  had  all  the  money 
on  the  table  piled  before  him,  and  the  officers  decided  now  to 
scoop  both  man  and  money.  At  the  first  move,  however,  Ike 
whipped  out  a  long  dirk  from  his  boot,  warned  all  present 
that  if  any  man  in  the  room  moved  those  nearest  him  would 
suffer,  and  calmly  stored  the  money  in  his  long  trouser  pocket, 
being  careful  to  close  this  with  the  button.  With  his  eyes  on 
every  one  present  he  backed  out  of  the  place  quickly,  mounted, 
and  rode  back  to  his  command  by  paths  which  none  knew 
better  than  he.  Major  Harvey  in  relating  this  incident  later 
said  it  was  the  most  cooly  daring  thing  he  had  ever  witnessed. 
The  only  Westport  occurrence  that  ever  equalled  this  in 
audacity  and  sheer  bravado,  was  when  Upton  Hays  in  the 
early  summer  of  1862,  in  broad  daylight  with  a  small  party, 
among  whom  were  Dick  Yeager,  Boone  Muir,  Bill  Young 
and  Dr.  Vernile  Miller,  galloped  boldly  into  the  town  filled 
with  Union  soldiers,  captured  the  flag  on  the  public  square, 
and  rode  out  with  derisive  shouts  at  the  "Yanks."  "They 
were  quick  fellows,"  says  a  woman  who  was  an  eye  witness 
to  this  occurrence. 


Being  averse  to  surrender  at  the  close  of  the  war,  these 
two  Berry  boys  joined  the  expedition  to  Mexico  so  filled  with 
romance,  in  which  the  instincts  of  the  southern  cavaliers  with 
Shelby  forbade  an  offered  alliance  with  the  liberals  south  of 
the  Rio  Grande,  which  would  quickly  have  insured  a  stable 
new  republic,  and  the  imperious  self-reliance  of  Maximillian 
declined  the  proffered  support  of  the  "Gringos"  who  would 
without  doubt  ha\e  saved  both  him  and  his  throne. 

Was  there  a  duel  to  be  seconded  or  fought,  a  favorite 
horse,  bull  or  cock  to  be  backed  on  a  certain  day,  were  danger- 
ous duties  to  be  performed,  or  were  volunteers  called  for  to 
do  things  that  seemed  impossible,  there  the  two  Berrys  were 
found  in  the  forefront,  ever  ready  to  take  the  utmost  hazard. 

Ike  Berry,  weary  of  the  march  and  always  hungry, 
stopped  with  Dick  Collins  by  the  wayside  for  food,  refresh- 
ment and  rest.  Before  the  two  knew  it  they  slept  and  awoke 
prisoners  in  the  hands  of  the  guerrilas,  the  one  roused  with  a 
prod  from  a  musquiton,  and  the  other  with  a  slap  from  a 
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saber.  Every  possession  was  taken  from  them,  even  their 
clothing,  and  they  were  hurried  across  the  hills  to  prison  in  a 
strange  land  where  no  friends  knew  their  fate.  But  at  the 
right  moment  they  overpowered  their  captors  and  with  weap- 
ons taken  by  mere  strength  from  the  guards,  cut  their  way 
to  liberty,  and  by  instinct  of  direction  rejoined  their  command. 

The  flying  mounted  attack  in  columns  of  four,  the  men 
firing  to  the  right  and  left  from  the  two  files,  and  the  deadly 
revolver  work  of  the  Americans,  were  a  revelation  to  Mexican 
and  Frenchman  alike.  The  Mexicans  made  the  sign  of  the 
cross,  the  Americans  tightened  their  cartridge  belts,  and  God 
pity  the  fleeing  enemy  overtaken  by  the  French  cuirassiers 
of  that  time  depending  only  on  sabers,  for  they  fell  cloven 
from  sombrero  to  sword  belt.  But  the  French  and  Spanish 
schools  of  warfare,  accustomed  to  single  barrel  muzzle  loaders 
only>  had  never  dreamed  such  hurricane  action  possible  as 
was  now  revealed  to  them  by  Shelby  and  his  men. 

In  Mexico  a  brand  on  live  stock  was  the  recognized  law 
of  ownership.  You  proved  the  brand,  you  took  the  animal. 
Ike  and  Dick  Berry,  as  did  two  score  more  equally  fearless, 
rode  each  a  magnificent  branded  stallion,  only  recently  picked 
up  on  the  border.  Ike  had  ridden  out  on  the  main  street  of 
Juarez,  and  sat  with  one  leg  crossed  over  the  saddle,  lazily 
smoking.  He  was  a  low  squat  Hercules,  free  of  speech  and 
frank  of  nature.  In  battle  he  always  laughed;  only  when 
eating  was  he  serious.  A  Mexican  captain  with  thirty-five 
soldiers  came  up  and  said  "This  is  my  horse;  he  wears  my 
brand;  dismount!"  A  long  white  wreath  of  smoke  curled 
up  from  Ike's  meerschaum  in  surprise.  Even  the  pipe  entered 
a  protest.  The  old  battle  smile  came  back  to  his  face,  and 
chose  who  were  nearest  and  knew  him  best,  foresaw  that  a 
dead  man  would  soon  lay  upon  the  street.  He  knocked  the 
ashes  from  his  pipe  musingly;  he  put  the  disengaged  foot 
back  gently  in  the  stirrup ;  he  rose  up  all  of  a  sudden  the  very 
incarnation  of  murder;  there  was  a  shot  from  a  pistol  on  the 
air;  the  man  dropped  as  one  paralyzed.  A  sullen  murmur 
arose.  The  Mexicans  spread  out  like  a  fan  surrounding  Berry 
and  a  dozen  comrades.  A  sudden  crash  of  revolvers,  close 
and  deadly;  a  yell,  a  shout,  and  then  a  fierce  hot  charge^and 
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the  wail  of  women  fell  upon  the  sultry  evening.  Seventeen 
Mexicans  were  killed,  two  Americans  had  lost  their  lives, 
but  Berry  and  his  comrades  kept  the  branded  horses. 

The  story  of  how  Inez  Walker,  a  beautiful  American  girl 
educated  in  San  Francisco,  was  stolen  from  her  home  in 
California,  and  how  the  entire  posse  that  pursued,  including 
her  father,  were  ambushed  and  killed,  was  familiar  to  every 
main  that  was  with  Shelby  in  Mexico.  As  the  Americans 
approached  Encarnacion,  the  heavily  garrisoned  baronal 
seat  of  Don  Luis  Enrico  Rodriguez,  at  the  behest  of  whose 
passion  Inez  Walker  was  enslaved,  and  where  she  now  lan- 
guished a  prison  wife  in  the  tower  of  this  gloomy  palace,  the 
burning  question  was:  Would  the  Americans  pass  Encarnacion 
in  peace  and  leave  unavenged  the  blood  of  the  father  and  the 
daughter's  degradation?  The  officers  tightened  every  dis- 
cipline of  the  camp  and  said  they  would;  but  what  thought  the 
men? 

Shortly  after  the  last  round  of  the  guards,  one  black 
tropical  night  fifty  empty  blankets  would  have  been  counted 
in  the  camp,  but  Shelby  knew  it  not.  Literally  with  their 
hands  the  boys  found  that  high  walls  encircled  the  mansion ; 
the  place  had  evidently  been  locked  up  with  due  regard  to  the 
strangers  in  the  land  and  the  gate  was  strong.  In  the  tower 
a  single  light  shone,  the  beacon  of  Inez  Walker. 

To  the  ordinary  adversary  the  place  was  impregnable; 
but  tingling  in  the  veins  of  the  Berrys  was  the  experience  of 
their  medieval  blood  in  the  other  days  so  many  times  triumph- 
ant over  just  such  conditions.  And  here  was  enacted  in  fact 
by  American  blood,  brawn  and  courage,  the  fanciful  romance 
of  the  fallen  castle  in  lvanhoe  as  related  by  Scott.  A  huge 
timber  manned  by  twenty  men  did  heavy  work  before  an 
iron  fastened  gate  gave  way.  In  an  instant  there  were  shouts, 
cries,  oaths  and  musket  shots.  The  light  in  the  tower  alone 
guided  the  attacking  party.  A  legion  of  devils  seemed  to  have 
broken  loose  within.  Leading  a  dozen  men  Ike  Berry  charged 
through  the  gloom  upon  the  unknown,  firing  upon  voices, 
and  against  flashes  of  muskets.  Led  by  Rodriguez,  and 
stimulated  by  his  example,  the  retainers  clung  bitterly  to  the 
fight.    The  doors  were  as  redoubts,  and  those  leading  to  the 
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main  hall  were  quickly  barricaded.  "Again  to  the  battering 
ram"  was  the  cry.  Finally  on  the  steps  to  the  tower  the 
robber  paid  with  his  life  the  penalty  for  his  crime,  contesting 
to  the  very  last  all  approach  to  the  bower  of  the  stolen  dove. 
And  Inez  Walker  was  restored  to  civilization  and  her  friends. 


After  the  colony  founded  by  the  Americans  in  Mexico 
was  abandoned,  Isaac  and  Richard  Berry  returned  to  Jackson 
county  and  peace,  and  lived  to  old  age,  the  first  on  a  farm  near 
the  home  of  his  father,  and  the  second,  ever  obedient  to  the 
"wanderlust,"  became  mayor  of  a  town  in  British  Columbia 
and  died  there  honored  by  all  who  knew  him. 

Few  of  the  creatures  of  earth  that  inhabit  the  forest  and 
wild  places  of  nature,  or  abide  at  the  seat  of  contention,  live 
to  mature  age  or  die  a  natural  death.  The  mortality,  acci- 
dents and  unforeseen  casualties  that  attended  the  members  of 
these  families  in  their  peregrinations  are  nothing  short  of 
appalling.  While  some  few  of  them  could  literally  fall  off 
the  mountain  tops  and  escape  without  a  scratch,  and  even 
considering  the  large  number  of  children  that  each  felt  in 
duty  bound  to  bring  into  the  world,  the  wonder  is  that  these 
names,  instead  of  living  as  they  did  in  the  forefront  of  affairs, 
were  not  erased  and  forgotten  due  to  this  strange  nature  and 
fatality  which  seemed  to  hang  over  and  hold  the  descendants 
and  followers  of  Daniel  Boone. 

Such  were  the  pioneers  and  their  friends  and  followers, 
men  who  like  the  eagle  could  gaze  unflinchingly  into  the  sun. 
They  made  "He  is  a  Missourian"  the  sesame  of  the  early  days 
in  the  Trans-Mississippi  country,  and  Missourians  were  the 
bone  and  sinew  of  the  frontier  life  and  traffic.  They  roved 
the  Golden  West  and  found  the  pot  of  treasure,  as  the  fabled 
Greeks  sailed  the  Aegean  Sea  in  quest  of  the  storied  golden 
fleece.  Born  topographers,  with  instinctive  sense  of  locality, 
direction  and  means  of  subsistence,  and  equally  at  home 
among  statesmen,  explorers,  scouts,  soldiers,  hunters,  trappers, 
traders,  voyagers,  mountaineers,  Indian  fighters,  home- 
steaders, gold  seekers  and  empire  builders,  these  virile  men 
wove  the  warp  and  woof  of  the  epic  of  the  West,  and  their 
history  and  traditions  will  live  and  echo  down  the  centuries, 
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and  will  be  appreciated  after  a  thousand  years  as  we  now 
esteem  the  heroic  men  and  deeds  depicted  by  Homer,  Virgil 
and  Caesar.  Kansas  was  their  door  yard,  the  continent 
their  bailiwick. 

In  those  new  legends  which  will  be  written  in  the  centuries 
to  come,  stampede  will  follow  flood,  and  two  great  shadows 
of  the  past,  the  Argonaut  and  the  Grizzly  Bear  will  loom  up 
over  the  Rocky  mountains,  as  did  Hercules  and  the  Nemean 
lion  in  the  Greek  mythology.  And  dragon  and  giant,  Scylla 
and  Charybdis,  Romulus  and  Remus,  the  Lorelei  and  the 
fury  of  their  gods,  will  be  supplanted  by  Sioux,  Comanches 
and  Arapahoes,  western  blood  and  brawn,  the  brindle  wolf, 
the  buffalo  and  the  beaver. 
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REMINISCENCES  OF  OFFICIAL  LIFE  IN 
JEFFERSON  CITY,  1865-1875 

BY  CYRUS  THOMPSON 

In  the  preparation  of  these  old  time  happenings,  1  am 
compelled  to  rely  mostly  on  my  memory  and  since  1  have 
few  books  to  refer  to,  1  may  not  always  have  the  names  and 
dates  correct, — but  in  the  main  1  think  they  can  be  relied 
upon  with  reasonable  safety  for  accuracy. 

1  am  now  in  my  eighty-fifth  year.  In  1863  and  1864  1 
was  attending  school  in  New  York  State.  My  brother 
Alonzo  Thompson,  born  in  1832,  was  living  in  Nodaway 
county,  Missouri,  having  gone  there  about  1858  to  1860. 
He  was  a  man  of  good  education,  having  graduated  from 
McKendree  College  in  Lebanon,  Illinois. 

He  was  a  surveyor  and  served  as  an  assistant  to  the 
surveyor  in  Nodaway  county,  was  later  elected  to  that 
office,  and  possibly  in  1862  was  elected  as  a  member  of  the 
Legislature,  where  he  was  made  chairman  of  the  committee 
on  accounts.  In  1864  he  was  nominated  for  the  office  of 
state  auditor  of  the  State  of  Missouri,  was  elected,  and  took 
charge  of  the  office  in  January,  1865. 

He  was  anxious  that  1  take  a  position  in  his  office,  but 
1  hesitated  to  do  so.  In  August,  1865,  1  went  to  Jefferson  City 
by  steamboat  to  make  him  and  his  family  a  visit.  Jefferson 
City  then  was  not  much  of  a  town,  having  muddy  streets, 
poor  sidewalks  and  nothing  very  attractive  about  it.  After 
a  visit  there  of  a  week,  1  took  a  steamboat  for  Forest  City, 
to  visit  my  sister  and  her  husband,  J.  D.  Truett  and  family. 
Travel  by  steamboat  at  that  season  of  the  year  was  uncertain, 
as  the  water  was  low  and  sandbars  numerous.  Above  St. 
Joseph  we  struck  a  snag  which  came  up  through  the  boat 
and  entered  the  barroom  very  unceremoniously,  and  it  took 
us  several  hours  to  get  loose  and  proceed  up  the  river. 

I  remained  in  Northwest  Missouri — Holt,  Nodaway  and 
Atchison  counties — several  weeks,  my  brother  still  importun- 
ing me  to  assist  him  in  the  state  auditor's  office.    Finally  I 
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